T his issue of JDR Clinical & Translational
Research offers a broad assortment of reports from scientifically rigorous assessments of various preventive and therapeutic approaches to studies in health services research.
Because silver diamine fluoride is not available in many countries, Gao et al. (2019) carried out a noninferiority randomized clinical trial to determine whether silver nitrate solution with sodium fluoride application would provide similar results to silver diamide fluoride in arresting dentinal caries in children aged 3 to 4 y. These findings could be used to improve the oral health in many populations worldwide.
A systematic review of studies on bisphenol exposure from dental treatment offers some clarity on how great the risks are from the use of these materials in the oral cavity. The results indicate that there are significant increases in urinary bisphenol A (uBPA) within 24 h following exposure. However, research is lacking on how long this increase is maintained and whether there are any associated consequences.
Two studies evaluated the perceptions of populations concerning oral health care. In the Keboa et al study, approximately 700 schoolchildren in Cameroon responded to a survey in which they reported their perception of their treatment needs and were given an oral examination. The results of this study suggest that children in Cameroon are able to accurately indicate need for dental treatment. These findings can assist those planning programs to determine appropriate and cost-effective oral health screenings for this population. In the Reissman et al study on perceptions, ~100 adults in a university dental clinic responded to a questionnaire concerning decision making with their dentists. While the patients indicated that they preferred to take an active role, less than half perceived that they had a more passive role in the decisions that were taken. From this, we are reminded that shared decision making is preferred by patients and that decisions taken should be mutually determined. Ebel et al. (2019) carried out a study on toothbrushing that offers some detail on how even those who brush their teeth regularly still do not thoroughly clean them. With a large sample of 18-yold males and females, the palatal and gingival surfaces of teeth tended to be most neglected, even when additional time was taken for brushing in the test environment. Understanding this, it will be possible to develop educational approaches that will enable people to clean their teeth more effectively.
Four studies investigate different aspects of workforce behavior. The study by McCauley et al. (2019) , in partnership with the National Dental PBRN Collaborative Group, examined the role of prescription drug monitoring programs in shaping opioid prescription practices. Although half of the participants in the study survey were unaware of the program, others found the program useful in the decision making about opioid prescription. While the report by Rajeh et al. (2019) focuses on the issues faced by female dentists in Saudi Arabia, many of their findings are similar to those faced by female dentists in other parts of the world. However, Saudi female dentists have additional restrictions that inhibit their advancement in their careers, ranging from the absence of legislative action on equal pay to (until recently) the fact that females were prohibited from driving. Studies like these help to clarify what the barriers are to the advancement of female dentists in different cultural settings. Of course, effective solutions must take the local environment and culture into account. On this note, the report by Zhu et al. (2019) provided evidence on the existing culture of primary care pediatric clinicians regarding oral health. To the disappointment of the oral health community, findings of the study confirmed that barriers exist in the referral system between primary pediatric care and oral care. These barriers include providers' beliefs and assumptions about parents' motivation and behavior, as well as a shortage of dentists in the community and complete lack of understanding of oral health guidelines. These barriers could be seen as an opportunity for the oral health community to develop a functional referral system with primary care clinicians. This system might eventually be developed following a complete integration of medical and dental electronic health records. The study by Yansane et al. (2019) looked at the utilization of the Dental Diagnostic System by private practitioners and academicians; they found that, although utilization has improved, it is far from being completely employed. Dental educational institutions have a responsibility to promote the use of diagnostic systems as a fundamental factor for provider communication and practice effectiveness.
The reports in this issue will hopefully stimulate interest and action on new and continuing research in these fields. Enjoy the read! Author Contributions J.S. Feine, contributed to conception, design, data acquisition, analysis, and interpretation, drafted and critically revised the manuscript. The author gave final approval and agrees to be accountable for all aspects of the work.
